POST-MORTEM               SCENE IV
control my mind ? You gave me a list of things to
think about, a jolly little list, sleep, warmth, drink, food,
self-preservation. You gave me that list, without a
trace of irony, do you remember ?
JOHN : I was right. This is the smash I was warning
you about, but it's come later than I thought.
PERRY : You said that you believed something
would come out of the war, that there was a reason for
all that ignorant carnage, all that vitality and youth
dying as bravely as it could not knowing why, years and
years hence, you said, we shall see, something will rise
out of the ashes, didn't you, didn't you ?
JOHN: I still believe that.
PERRY : Hurry then, don't waste time with me.
JOHN : It may be that I've come back too soon.
PERRY Arising irritably): Come back again then. If
your curiosity is tenacious enough, it can hold you
indefinitely suspended between the grave and the stars;
you can keep on coming back, but don't stay now,
you've picked a bad moment,
JOHN: Why so bad? What is it? What's
happening ?
PERRY : Nothing's happening, really. There are
strides being made forward in science and equal sised
strides being made backwards in hypocrisy. People
are just the same, individually pleasant and collectively
idiotic. Machinery is growing magnificently, people
paint pictures of it and compose ballets about it, the
artists are cottoning on to that very quickly because
they're scared that soon there won't be any other sort of
beauty left, and they'll be stranded with nothing to
paint, and nothing to write. Religion is doing very
well. The Catholic Church still tops the bill as far as
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